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Variations on a Process 

Exhibition of meticulously hand-crafted jewellery at the Rust en 

Vrede Gallery in August 2007 

 

 

Variation # 4. Backside of 

pendant, © AnGela® 2007 

 

Variation # 1. Brooch, © AnGela® 

2007 

 

Variation # 2. Pendant, © 

AnGela® 2007 

 

From the 21st of August to the 20th of September 2007 the Rust en Vrede Art 

Gallery in Durbanville, Cape Town will be hosting a solo jewellery exhibition by 

AnGela ®. 

Namibian born Angela (Gela) Tölken graduated from the University of 

Stellenbosch with an MA (Visual Arts – Jewellery Design) in February 2006. Ever 

since her undergraduate studies at Stellenbosch she has been fascinated with 

labour- and time- intensive processes in the creation of jewellery.  

For Gela, making jewellery is a passion. She is fascinated by her medium (mostly 

silver) and any kind of visual or tactile texture exerts an inevitable charm on her. 

Within every piece of jewellery she seeks to make the most of her metal, whilst 

simultaneously aiming to achieve the most pleasurable experience for herself. 

Rarely will she engage in a process she does not enjoy, and every piece is created 

as a once-off, unique object.  

As the keen observer will realize, Gela frequently uses repetitive processes and 

techniques. As she explains: “I often experience recurring actions as relaxing and 

understand them as a form of meditation. Also, repetition provides me with the 

opportunity to continuously enhance and improve concepts and technical skills, 

especially when creating a series of related pieces. However, there is a fine 

balance between repetition and monotony. Within the creation process of each 
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piece, and from piece to piece, I aim to challenge myself, to try something new. 

For me it is important to apply all my artistic and technical potential anew with 

each piece.” 

Gela’s absolute creative, mental, physical and emotional devotion to the creation 

process of her pieces is essential to her, leading her to design and produce every 

piece of jewellery by hand. No ready-mades such as metal sheet or wire are used, 

and no commercial or machined production methods are utilized. With every 

piece she starts from raw silver pebbles, processing them into sheet and wire 

before she starts to shape her metal. As she is a perfectionist, she gives attention 

to every detail of her creation process, each time striving to create a flawless 

product. Consequently, the creation of one of Gela’s pieces typically takes 3 – 4 

weeks of full-time work.  

AnGela’s ® intense and prolonged involvement with her jewellery pieces is clearly 

evident to the viewer in the sheer complexity, immaculate craftsmanship and 

breathtaking beauty of her work. “I presume a great deal of me goes into the 

creation of each piece. Each object eventually becomes a part of me and vice 

versa,” Gela concludes. 

The extensive creation process behind each of Gela’s pieces can be seen as a photo 

series accompanying her jewellery pieces. Both her photos and hand-crafted 

pieces will be for sale during her exhibition “Variations on a Process” at Rust en 

Vrede.  


